
 
Village of Woodridge Long Term Facility Plan Process Materializes

  on Woodridge

The current Police and Public Works facility was built in 1986.  Since the early 2000s, the Village Board has identified the need for new and  
improved facilities for Police and Public Works as a strategic priority for the Village.  The Village commissioned its first facilities study in 2004  
to conduct an initial analysis of the existing building’s conditions, and to identify the long-term facility needs for the  Village in the coming years.  
The Village commissioned a similar follow-up study in 2009, but due to the Great Recession, the Village Board deferred the new Village facility 
discussions for several years, until 2015, when it commissioned an updated space needs and building condition assessment.  Based upon the 
findings of the 2015 study, as well as additional analysis and review of numerous on-site versus off-site building options, the Village Board  
determined that an off-site property would best meet the Village’s facility needs.

Ultimately, the Board selected the northern portion of the former Wilton property as the ideal location for future Police and Public Works 
facilities due to its central location within Woodridge, and its proximity to the existing municipal campus.  Notably, the property is adjacent  
to the I-355 tollway, allows the Village to move higher-decibel operations further away from residential areas.

The project will proceed in two phases. Phase 1 will include the construction of a new Police facility, a salt dome, outside storage, and cold  
storage at the new site.  It will also include improvements to the existing building to allow Public Works to continue its operations until a future 
facility is constructed.  The new campus construction is expected to be completed in late 2021 with the existing building renovations completed 
the following year.  Phase 2 will involve the construction of a new Public Works facility at the new campus and a decommissioning of the old 
building.  The anticipated timeline is approximately twelve years out.

A highlight of key decisions over the past six months includes:

June 6, 2019: Purchase Agreement

The Village Board approved a purchase agreement to acquire the vacant land, located at the northern end of the former Wilton property, to 
expand the Town Centre and support the Village’s need for new facilities, while allowing for future growth.  The purchase price for the approxi-
mately 12.69 acres is $3,375,000, to be funded through the Village’s cash reserves.  A due diligence period of 120 days allowed the Village to 
examine the property to ensure that there were no environmental concerns.

October 3, 2019:  Authorization of Phase 1 

The due diligence was completed on the northern portion of the Wilton property, and no environmental concerns were identified.  The Village 
Board authorized the commencement of Phase 1, which includes the acquisition of the property, to accommodate the construction of a new 
Police facility, salt storage, cold storage, and improve-
ments to the existing 1 Plaza Drive facility.

October 3, 2019: Authorization of $5m Bonds

The Village Board authorized step one of the Phase 1 
financing plan with a private bank placement of a  
$5 million bond issuance at a 1.86% interest rate  
for a 10-year term.

The next steps include closing on the property,  
securing an owner’s representative, and securing 
a design/build contractor for the project.

Please visit www.vil.woodridge.il.us for updated  
information as the project progresses into 2020.

This diagram shows Phase 1 and Phase 2 of the facility needs project.  The land is located on the  
northern part of the former Wilton property.



excellence.  Interested students may find 
the scholarship brochure and application 
at the Woodridge Village Hall or on the 
Village website, www.vil.woodridge.il.us.  
Applicants should submit the completed 
form to the Mayor’s Office at the Village 
Hall by Friday, February 28.  If you have 
any questions, please contact Leslie Davies 
at (630) 719-4706.

JUNE 12 - 16    
Woodridge Jubilee at

 Work on the Janes Avenue TIF District 
Streetscape project is scheduled to be  
finalized by the end of 2019.  This exciting 
refresh of the area will include new side-
walks and additional crosswalks to make 
walking to and from the ARC and nearby 
stores much easier, as well as refreshed 
landscaping and new LED lighting to im-
prove visibility along the street for both 
pedestrians and drivers.  Finally, crews will 
install new street furniture, as well as a  
new bus stop, so that residents from across  
Woodridge can take a moment to sit and 
enjoy the refreshed scenery. 

connecting people and their jobs.  Continuing 
to invest in capital improvement projects and 
infrastructure is a catalyst for growth that  
allows Woodridge to succeed in a global 
economy.  The Village Board recently approved 
Phase 1 of the new facilities plan to continue 
to support our residents and businesses to 
address the Village’s facility needs.  Additionally, 
plans like the new Janes Avenue streetscape 
and Duffy Pavilion at the ARC Soccer Field 
continue to beautify our community. 
 The most crucial asset in any organization 
is its people.  Woodridge Village staff dedicate 
themselves to assisting residents every day. 
Woodridge staff members are the drivers of 
the Village Board’s strategic goals, and they, 
along with community groups and volunteers, 
help to make Woodridge a special place.  
Woodridge has clear 20/20 vision for the 
year 2020 as we collectively strive to ac-
complish our goals.  On behalf of the Village 
Board and the Village of Woodridge, we  
wish you a delightful holiday season.

Thank you and Best Regards,
Gina Cunningham, Mayor
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Dear Neighbors,
Which aspects of  
Woodridge do you  
find to be the best  
parts of our community?  
I believe that Woodridge 
is a special place in large 
part because of our 
people.  Woodridge is 

genuinely a community with a big heart and 
neighborly spirit.  Since its incorporation in 
1959, Woodridge continues to be a community 
that cares – for both its residents and natural 
surroundings.  In 2019, we celebrated the  
60th anniversary of  Woodridge’s incorpora-
tion as a village.  Moving forward, Woodridge 
excitedly looks towards the new year with 
20/20 vision of new projects on the horizon. 
 Woodridge is committed to effective, sus-
tainable, and community-focused development 
with a strong emphasis on the importance of 
shopping local.  All residents can help keep 
investing tax dollars at the local level by  
supporting our own Woodridge business  
community.  Our local businesses contribute 
to the energy of Woodridge and add to the  
local tax base that helps 
fund the vital programs 
and services that we rely 
on daily.  As you put to-
gether your holiday shop-
ping list, think about all of 
our superb Woodridge  
businesses to shop at this 
holiday season. 
 A robust infrastruc-
ture is the backbone of 
commerce.  The roads, 
buildings, bridges, and 
supply lines are vital to 

Janes Avenue/83rd St. 
Streetscape Update

NOVEMBER 28 & 29    
Village Offices Closed

DECEMBER 24 & 25    
Village Offices Closed

JANUARY 1  
Village Offices Closed

JANUARY 2 – 14    
Christmas Tree Recycling

FEBRUARY 28     
Due Date for ProLogis Scholarship  
Applications

MARCH 4      
State of the Village Address

MARCH 8       
Daylight Savings Time Begins

 DATES TO NOTE

From the Desk of Mayor Gina Cunningham

Visit the Events link at www.vil.woodridge.il.us  
for details on these events and more.

2020 Village of Woodridge/ProLogis 
Foundation Scholarships
 The Village of Woodridge and the ProLogis 
Foundation are proud to announce the  
availability of scholarship applications for  
Woodridge High School Seniors attending 
college in the fall.  The primary criteria for 
applicants include Woodridge residency, good 
citizenship, leadership potential, community 
or campus involvement, and academic  

The new Janes Ave. Streetscape will includes new 
sidewalks and crosswalks, refreshed landscaping,  
and improved lighting.



step instructional video located on the 
“Welcome to Online Bill Pay” page.  This 
video guides you through the setup pro-
cess of creating the username/password, 
linking your water billing account, and 
enrolling in recurring credit card payments. 
If you are interested and have already 
registered for automatic direct debit (EFT), 
you will need to call our Water Billing  
Department to be removed prior to en-
rolling in our recurring credit card option. 
 For any questions, please call us at 630- 
719-4909 Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m.

 Have your Christmas lights lost their 
twinkle? If so, then recycle them!  Now 
through March 15, recycle your holiday lights, 
extension, phone, and computer cords at 
receptacles at the Woodridge Village Hall  
(5 Plaza Drive) or Public Works building  
(1 Plaza Drive).  The Village is teaming up 
with Elgin Recycling to offer this free service 
to residents.  Mini-lights, C7 or C9 lights, 
rope or LED lights, extension, phone, or 
computer cords are all eligible for recycling, 
and Elgin Recycling accepts all light colors 
and lengths.  For more information about 
Elgin Recycling, please visit their website at 
https://www.elginrecycling.com/

 Homeowners regularly ask if the Village can 
plow the snow on the street, so it does not 
end up in their driveways.  Though this is an 
understandable request, it is not possible to 
make this accommodation.  However, here 
are a few helpful tips that will help to mini-
mize the amount of snow that comes off 
the plows and onto your driveway, as well as 
some tips to keep your home safe:

• When shoveling the end of the drive-
way near the street, place the snow to 
the right of the driveway (as you face 
the road) and away from the edge of 
the street.  If snow is on the other side, 
there is more snow for the plow to 
catch and spread into the driveway.  

• Do not shovel snow back into the 
streets.  This snow will cause ice 
patches, which are hazardous to drivers 
and can damage 
snowplows.

• Keep fire  
hydrants on your 
property clear of 
snow and ready 
for use in case of 
an emergency.

 The Village is inviting you to the 2020 
Woodridge State of the Village, on Wednesday, 
March 4 at the Woodridge Village Hall (5 Plaza 
Drive) at 7:30 a.m.  This event is an excellent 
opportunity to network with Village represen-
tatives and business owners before the State 
of the Village presentation.  The presentation 
will cover all the exciting developments in the 
Village for 2019, and share a look ahead at 
the vision for 2020.  Registration is free, and a 
light continental breakfast is available.  Watch 
for registration information at the Village 
website www.vil.woodridge.il.us.

JUNE 12 - 16    
Woodridge Jubilee at
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REMINDERS FROM THE VILLAGE OF WOODRIDGEJanes Avenue/83rd St. 
Streetscape Update

CHRISTMAS TREE  
RECYCLING IN JANUARY
 The popular Christmas Tree Recycling  
Program returns during the first two sched-
uled garbage pick-up days in January.  Groot 
Inc. will take live Christmas trees up to 6 feet 
tall at the curb for free – no sticker is re-
quired.  The trees must be free of ornaments, 
lights, and other decorations.  Please note 
that the Christmas Tree Recycling Program 
excludes wreaths and evergreen garland.

HELPFUL SNOW  
SHOVELING TIPS

HOLIDAY LIGHTS RECYCLING 
11/26/19 THROUGH 3/15/20 

Water Billing Updates!
 You will see a fresh, new look to your 
water bill! We have added more color and 
modern feel with this new, updated format. 
Your new bill will still contain the same 
information as the previous format, such as 
a consumption chart, monthly reminders 
from the Village, and your regular billing  
information.  We hope you enjoy it as 
much as we do!
 Water Billing would like to remind you 
of the new recurring credit card payment 
option! Hundreds of residents have already 
signed up, so do not wait – join now!  Visit 
to the Village of Woodridge website and 
click on the online bill pay for a step-by-

What Happens When 
You Pour Grease 
Down the Drain
 Grease + Sewer = Fatberg.  When fats, 
oils, and grease go down a pipe, they con-
geal, harden, and often attach to other 
items (such as wet wipes) that do not 
break down in the sewer.  A “fatberg” 
or blockage can form when these items 
combine and form in the sewer system.  
For example, since 2009, Woodridge 
Public Works staff have removed block-
ages in the sewer lift station pumps at 
the 75th St./I-355 location more than 
750 times!  Pouring cooking grease down 
your sink builds up over time and can 
block up your internal plumbing system 

or cause blockages down the street. 
Always drain cooking grease into a safe 
container, such as a coffee can, let it cool, 
and dispose of with your trash.  Avoid 
flushing any product other than toilet 
paper down the toilet, including “flush-
able” wet wipes.  Again, these easy steps 
avoid problems in the system and your 
plumbing as well.

A Public Works staff member clears out a fatberg  
at the 75th Street Lift station. “Flushable” wipes  
are often the source that clogs the pumps. 

State of the Village  
Address, March 4  
at Village Hall
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U.S. Census Bureau  
Now Hiring

Preventing Package Thefts with Technology

 You can help your community!  Apply for 
one of the thousands of temporary 2020 
Census Jobs.  Census results determine the 
number of seats each state has in the U.S. 
House of Representatives as well and funding 
allocations for roads, schools, hospitals, and 
more.  Apply online at 2020census.gov/jobs. 

 Technology is helping to reduce the 
number of package thefts. Consider these 
ideas to thwart thieves if you plan to order 
packages this holiday season.
Delivery alerts allow you to know the 
time and place the package was delivered. 
Knowledge is power, and many delivery 
services, including the USPS Informed 
Delivery services, will enable customers to 
track packages.
 Amazon Lockers allow Amazon deliver-
ies to bypass your porch and go directly 
to a nearby locker.  Amazon will send you 
the locker combination to retrieve your 

package.  It is free to use the lockers, and 
customers may utilize the lockers for pack-
age returns.
 External camera systems and video-en-
abled smart doorbells can be a deterrent 
to would-be thieves and help catch them 
in the act.  Even 
a fake camera 
or a sign that 
says “24-hour 
security camera 
recording” can 
deter thieves.


